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SUMMARY 

  

The internationalization of the Armenian Question in 1878 became a powerful argument 

for the European great powers to impose their political preferences to the Ottoman government. The 

Armenian Question was mostly related to the demands for reforms to improve the situation of the 

Western Armenians. They were met by an Ottoman forceful response in Ottoman policy, which 

reached its height with the Armenian massacres in 1894-1896. The political game of the great 

powers and the Ottoman Empire revolved around those historical events. 

Egypt was the gravity center of the Arabic press in the second half of the nineteenth 

century. The threats of the Sultan’s growing censorship and the sword directed the cream of Arab 

intelligentsia from the Syrian territories to Egypt, where there was a rather relaxed atmosphere for 

freedom of speech. 

Egypt belonged to the same political unit, which entails truthfulness in the coverage of 

historical events and less intermediation. The study of Arabic periodicals, therefore, acquires 

importance in this context. 

The first chapter - "The Egyptian periodical press in the last quarter of the nineteenth 

century. The coverage of the Western Armenian situation" - initially speaks about the main political 

ferments within Egypt in the last quarter of the nineteenth century and their reflection and impact on 

the ideological level. The features of “Nahda,” the Arabic enlightenment in Egypt, are briefly 

described, followed by the history of the establishment and development of the press in Egypt. The 

mosaic of the press under study is presented within the aforementioned context, including those 

publications with pro-British, pro-Ottoman, nationalist, and Young Turk orientations, as well as 

academic journals. The evaluation of Western Armenians and the situation of Western Armenia in 

the Arabic-language media of Egypt are investigated in depth1. 

The Egyptian media, along with the Western world, reflected the intolerable situation 

created by the Ottoman government in its description of the Western Armenians as a civilized 

nation, while emphasizing the important strategic role of Western Armenia. The Arabic-language 

press of Egypt underscored the practices of Abdul Hamid’s extermination policy toward Armenians, 

such as the heavy tax policy, famine, provocations of Kurds against Armenians, persecutions against 

Armenian clergy, censorship, and other social restrictions. The media emphasized that the execution 

of this program became the cause behind the intervention of the powers in the internal affairs of the 

Empire and the steps taken by the Armenians to improve their situation. 

The second chapter, “The reflection of the 1894-1896 massacres of Western Armenians an 

Armenian refugees in the Arabic-language media of Egypt,” introduces the materials from the 

Egyptian media concerning the 1894-1896 massacres. The massive exterminations of Western 

Armenians were characterized as “pogroms,” “massacres" and “atrocities.” Their intentional and 

deliberate implementation was underscored, together with the Sultan's idea of killing the Armenians 
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through the Ottoman Army and the Kurdish militias. The emphasis of the Egyptian on the 

participation of the Turkish government and army in the achievement of the extermination is 

particularly important. It would be the future basis to distinguish the nature of the massacres as 

genocide. At the time, the Egyptian readers were offered a picture of the Armenian massacres, their 

development, causes, and consequences as complete as it was possible.  

After the massacres organized by Sultan Abdul Hamid, considerable groups of Armenians 

from Western Armenia, Constantinople, and other Turkish cities emigrated to different countries, 

including Egypt. The emigration of Armenians was one of the cornerstones of Hamid's policy to 

solve the Armenian Question. The efforts aimed at changing the demographics of Western Armenia 

included fostering emigration in the biggest possible numbers. 

The Egyptian press referred to the number of refugees in Egypt, as well as the public and 

official attitude towards Armenians in Egypt. 

The third chapter, “The examination of the policy of the great powers in the Armenian 

Question,” shows that the Egyptian press referred to the Armenian Question at this time as the issue 

of reforms in Western Armenia. Some newspapers consistently tried to shed light over the Ottoman 

false official statistics with the aim of uncovering the essential points of the issue. 

The Egyptian media examined thoroughly the issue of reforms in Western Armenia. It 

was mainly observed through an anti-British point of view, as part of the position of widespread 

reforms throughout the British Empire. The issue was discussed through the prism of the Egyptian 

question, with a clear assessment of the key interests of Great Britain toward the Ottoman Empire, 

which implicitly linked Egypt with Western Armenia. 

The British policy was particularly evaluated, and characterized with very frank and 

precise qualifiers in newspapers of all orientations. The materials related to the French position are 

also of value. 

Many caricatures on the front pages of many issues of “al-Mushir,” which symbolized the 

state of the Ottoman Empire and its dependence on European countries, have been analyzed. They 

included many caricatures whose main hero was always either the Sultan or the Ottoman state, bent 

under the pressure of European diplomacy, with the well-worn Armenian Question as the main 

subject. 

The main results and conclusions of the dissertation are summarized in the Conclusions. 


